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Review of ‘Working Toward Moshiach’
By Fern Sidman

One of the fundamental con-
cepts in Torah Judaism is our col-
lective redemption. Hardly a day 
passes that we do not fi nd our-
selves pleading to God to send 
Moshiach. And this is happen-
ing with more and more urgency 
as worldwide events become in-
creasingly chaotic and frighten-
ing. But many of us remain con-
fused and perplexed about what 
“sending Moshiach” really means.

What is Redemption all about, 
for the Jews and for the world?

In his fourth book, author Roy 
S. Neuberger opens new vistas in 
understanding what Redemption 
really means. Aptly named “Work-
ing Towards Moshiach” and com-
piled in the order of the weekly 
Torah Portion and the Jewish Hol-
idays, Mr. Neuberger’s new book 
offers the reader a compendium 
of his weekly writings as they 
have appeared—complete with 
his own photographs—over the 
last six years in the newspaper 
Yated Ne’eman.

Throughout this time peri-
od, it is clear that Mr. Neuberg-
er evolved into the consummate 
raconteur. Captivating the reader 
with scintillating narratives of his 
extensive travels across America, 
Israel as well as Eastern and Cen-
tral Europe, he spotlights the hu-
man power to rise against all odds 
and the remarkable process by 
which Jews who were formerly 
distant from their tradition have 
returned to their ancient herit-
age. Additionally, this book offers 
profi les of remarkable personal-
ities, who—despite political, re-
ligious and cultural adversity—
have ignited their souls in ways 
that were hitherto never thought 
possible.

It seems that Mr. Neuberger is 
telling us that the way to hasten 
Moshiach’s arrival, and save our-
selves in the process, translates 
into attaching ourselves to God 
through sincerity in prayer, learn-
ing Torah as an act of personal 
lifesaving and actualizing the uni-
ty of the Jewish people through 
mutual acts of kindness.

Mr. Neuberger generously pep-
pers this book with quotes from 
the Torah, the Psalms, the Proph-
ets and classic Jewish sources, 
which bring home the fact that 
Biblical prophesies and the words 
of the Rabbis are referring direct-
ly to our times.

“The Biblical Prophets told us 
thousands of years ago that, fol-

lowing a chaotic climax to world 
history, the world will return to 
spiritual tranquility and all man-
kind will once again recognize 
the existence of our Creator,” 
writes Mr. Neuberger. His writing 
actually enables us to listen for 
the “footsteps of Moshiach.”

Whether he is discussing the 
increasingly hostile anti-Semi-
tism or frightening natural phe-
nomena such as hurricanes, earth-
quakes, tornadoes and tsunamis, 
Mr. Neuberger offers trenchant 
insights into precisely what these 
“wakeup  calls” may mean.

Full disclosure is something 
that comes as second nature 
to this author. He recounts the 
fears that engulfed him in the 
wealthy, secular lifestyle of his 
New York City childhood. With 
great fervor he tells of his battles 
to make sense of life, his realiza-
tion that the secular “values” of 
his youth were not values at all, 
his trip—accompanied by his de-
voted wife—through lifestyle af-
ter lifestyle, culminating in the 
day—actually the middle of the 
night—when he fi nally realized 
that he needed to believe in God 
in order to survive. That realiza-
tion led, years later, to Newburgh, 
New York, where he and his wife 
were introduced to Torah Juda-
ism by the legendary Rebbetzin 
Esther Jungreis. They became reg-
ular attendees at her Torah classes 
and aided in her outreach work. 
Mr. Neuberger and his wife thus 
embarked on a journey toward 
becoming workers in the vine-
yards of Torah, trying to give over 
to others the drama of their own 
spiritual odyssey.

“I remember the relief,” he 
writes, “when we came back to 
Torah. Every action in our lives 
was suddenly under the trust-
worthy direction of the Master 
of the Universe; nothing was left 
to chance. Can you imagine the 
comfort: to escape from the cha-
os, to come home to the warmth 
of a Jewish home where the Pres-
ence of God resides.”

Mr. Neuberger and his wife 
wanted to “express our thanks 
for what God gave us; to speak 
to others about what we had ex-
perienced,” and so they became 
sought-after speakers, crafting 
their addresses to diverse audi-
ences around the globe.

Each person we meet in Mr. 
Neuberger’s compelling book 
serves to catapult us to the loft-
iest of levels. Whether it be Rab-
bi Chaim Kanievsky, Rabbi Yaak-

ov Hillel or Rabbi Naftali Jaeger, 
exuberant audiences of students 
attending their programs around 
the world, or Jews in Odessa, Kiev, 
Vilnius, or Tbilisi, we glean an un-
shakable hope that Moshiach’s 
arrival is imminent. We seem to 
hear him knocking at the door, 
waiting for us to let him in.

Mr. Neuberger writes: “Wher-
ever Torah is increased, peace 
comes to the world. As it says, ‘To-
rah scholars increase peace in the 
world... Abundant peace to those 
who love Your Torah...’” (Tractate 
Berochos 64a).

Mr. Neuberger’s passionate 
voice also gives us a deeper appre-
ciation of the greatness of God, 
offering insights into the physical 
beauty of our planet and especial-
ly the Land of Israel. On these pag-
es you can read about encounters 
with a rooster, a wild boar or the 
glory of a mountain range.

And what does it all have to 
do with “Working Toward Moshi-
ach”?

“Clearly,” Mr. Neuberger writes, 
“Redemption is at hand. All the 
predicted signs are coming to pass 
in our own day.”

The stories in this thick vol-
ume seem to leap off the pages 
and into the heart and soul of the 
reader. Mr. Neuberger’s voice is re-
plete with the erudition of a To-
rah scholar, a formidable grasp of 
logic, as well as a palpable under-
standing, passion and compassion.

There is more than a good 
chance that this book will not 
make it to the bookcase to col-
lect dust. Readers will fi nd them-
selves keeping it close at hand, re-
ferring back to its prescient words 
as we all prepare for the advent of 
Moshiach, soon—we hope!—in 
our own days!

ROY S. NEUBERGER
From Best-Selling Author of From Central Park to Sinai & 2020 Vision
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AN INSPIRATIONAL COLLECTION OF ESSAYS ON
PREPARING OURSELVES FOR THE FINAL REDEMPTION

Foreword by Rabbi Pinchos Lipshutz, Publisher of Yated Ne’eman

New Book Helps 
Businesses Grow 
Their Bottom Line
By JLNJ Staff

New York—Morgan James’s 
new release, “So, What’s The 
Bottom Line? 76 Proven Market-
ing Tips & Techniques for Build-
ing Your Business and Personal 
Brand” by Yitzchok Saftlas, of-
fers key business fundamentals 

and proven experience-based 
tactics for the success-driven in-
dividual.

“So, What’s the Bottom Line?” 
covers a wide array of topics relat-
ing to the business world, from 
marketing initiatives to commu-
nication, customer retention to 
strategic planning and everything 
in between. With short, motiva-
tional chapters and clear and con-
cise action plans relating to each 
topic, business professionals will 
fi nd this new book to be easy to 
implement and a guarantee for 
success.

With over 25 years of experi-
ence in the corporate world, Yitz-
chok Saftlas is a marketing expert 
who has worked with all types 
of people, events and organiza-
tions. His insights and advice 
compounded with his down-to-

earth writing tone and personal 
anecdotes make for an enjoyable 
instructional read for the fast-
paced, career-oriented individu-
als of today.

Perfect for salespeople, mar-
keters, seasoned executives or 
entrepreneurs just starting out, 
“So, What’s the Bottom Line?” 

offers clear direction, guaran-
teed to garner results and lead 
to success in the fi eld. Expe-
rience-based tactics and com-
mon-sense ideas point out the 
obvious yet often overlooked 
human aspect of business and 
marketing, and demonstrate 
how to use human relations to 
further your business goals.

The insights contained in 
these 76 short chapters are inval-
uable and highly motivating. For 
any businessperson looking to 
grow their bottom line and devel-
op an informed, proven, success-
ful approach, Yitzchok Saftlas’ 
new release “So, What’s the Bot-
tom Line?” is a business-library 
essential.

If you would like more infor-
mation about this topic, please 
call Pesach Tropper, at 718-412-3540.
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